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seated suppuration ; and, finally, in cerebro-spinal meningitis, a point of dis¬ 
tinction from tuberculous meningitis. Dr. Jaksch next mentions liquor potas¬ 
sium as a test for sugar, and tlm brown coloration which results upon boiling it 
with urine containing sugar; also, tho Trammer's test, and remarks that because 
these tests are not sufficiently reliable, Penozi.dt’s test should also be used. 
This consists in the addition of diazobenzene sulphonic and acetic acid to the 
suspected urine ; if sugar be present an intensely red color with marked turbidity 
results. As an entirely reliable test, Jaksch also recommends that of von Fischer 
with phenilhydracin. Finally, Redner discussed the methods for the detection 
of the acetous, which appear in the body during the existence of fevers, inanition, 
and carcinoma.— Wien. Med. Wochenuckr., December 6, 1884. 


MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. 

Antipyrin. 

Huchard, in a therapeutic study of “antipyrin,” which appears in L’ Union 
M4dicale, Dec. G, 1884, reaches the following conclusions : — 

1. Antipyrin is a powerful and certain means of reducing the temperature in 
almost all febrile diseases (typhoid fever, phthisis pulmonalis, pneumonia, pleu¬ 
risy, acute articular rheumatism, cerebral rheumatism, erysipelas, diphtheria, 
puerperal fever, scarlatina, abscess, phlegmon, etc.). It mitigates the symp¬ 
toms which depend upon the elevation of temperature (acceleration of tho pulse, 
and of respiration, dryness of the mouth), but does not appear to have any direct 
action upon the respiration and circulation. 

2. Antipyrin is an antipyretic and not an antiperiodic, and is, therefore, ineffi¬ 
cacious to prevent the recurrence of intermittent fevers. 

3. Its administration gives rise sometimes to slight discomfort, such as light 
sweating, constriction of the pharynx, nausea and vomiting, and, in rare cases, 
to rubeolous, or scarlatinous exanthems. There is no tendency to collapse, or in¬ 
toxication, as after the administration of preparations of quinia, or the salicylates. 

4. Numerous observations show that antipyrin is the most powerful and up to 
this time the only known means of successfully reducing the temperature of 
tuberculosis. In a dose of 30 grains administered in the evening, at the appear¬ 
ance of the fever, the temperature decreases a half degree in half an hour, some¬ 
times in a quarter of an hour, and then diminishes progressively to normal in an 
hour and a half or two hours. It is, however, sometimes necessary to prescribe, 
an hour or two later, a second dose of 15 or 20 grains. But in consumptives, 
antipyrin, by reason of the surety of its action, and with the aim to escape 
accidents produced by abnormally low temperature, should be administered in 
small but increasing doses (30 to 60 grains). 

5. The apyretic effect is maintained ordinarily from six to nine hours, and is 
felt sometimes during several succeeding days, during which the temperature 
does not attain its former elevation. The secondary rise of temperature is pro¬ 
gressive, following in this respect the progress of defervescence. It is not sudden, 
as that produced by kairin, arid is never accompanied by a chill more or less 
prolonged. 

G. Antipyrin is eliminated by the urine, where its presence is recognized in 
from two to four hours after its administration, during a period which varies 
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from thirty-six to forty-eight hours. A few drops of the perchloride of iron 
mixed with the urine of patients treated with the drug cause at once a red colora¬ 
tion, which is very characteristic. 

7. Huchard has not yet employed antipyrin in typhoid fever, but, according 
to foreign authors, it is necessary to employ doses of from 75 to 91 grains daily 
(30 grains at the interval of an hour, and 15 or 30 the third hour). Under 
the influence of these doses the reduction of temperature is, for the first hour, a 
minimum, 1.8° F., and a maximum of 3.G°, and continues to fall until the 
seventh or eighth hour. Frequently at the fifteenth or sixteenth hour rises again 
about 1.8°, and again falls regularly. This mild rise of temperature has been 
noticed also by us during the action of antipvrin upon the fever of phthisis. 

8. In typhoid fever, doses of from 90 to 120 grains, directed by some writers, 
appear to us too large, since they bring on a temperature abnormally low. In 
cases recorded by P. Silvers, seven or eight hours after the administration of 
the drug there was, in nine cases, a temperature below 9(1.8° ; in ten, below 95° ; 
in four, below 93.1°; and in one, below 91.4°. 


Employment of Ilydrnchlorate of Cocaine in Obstetrics. 

Dr. Ai.piionse Hkkugott, after a comparative study of many reports con¬ 
cerning the use of hydrochlorate of cocaine in obstetrics, and after numerous ex¬ 
periments of his own, in which the effects of the drug were carefully noted, 
reaches the following practical conclusions as to its value :— 

1. Sensibility to pain was always very markedly diminished. Only moderate 
pain was felt, which was almost nil in superficial parts and much diminished in 
the deeper tissues. 

2 Cocaine also entirely anesthetizes an inflamed mucous membrane, as is 
shown by its effects in vulvitis and acute gcnorrhieal vaginitis. 

3. Reflex vaginal excitation is diminished by application of the drug. 

The preceding effects having been noted, the general indications for the use of 
cocaine may be summarized as follows :— 

1. To produce ancesthesia. — a. Before extensive cauterization of the vulvar or 
vaginal mucous membrane, or before the application of caustic, or concentrated 
solutions of corrosive sublimate. 

b. Before the removal of small superficial vegetations of the vulvar mucous 
membrane : for example, in eondylomata or caruncles of the urethra. 

c. In excitable patients, in cauterization of the uterine neck or previous to the 
use of the curette in the uterine cavity. 

2. To diminish reflex, excitement. — a. In case of temporary vaginismus, before 
the touch, or introduction of a vaginal speculum, or even by the patient herself 
before coitus. 

b. In ease of spasm of the rectum and anus occasioned by fissure, either for 
operative procedures without general anaisthesia. or for the relief of pain during 
defecation .—Annales (le GynScologie et d' ObstHtrique, Feb. 1885. 


Cerebral Symptoms from Subcutaneous Injection of Hydrochlorate of Cocaine. 

At a recent meeting of the Soci4t4 de Thirapeutique, M. Dujardix-Beau- 
metz called attention to an accident which may result from the subcutaneous 
injection of hydrochlorate of cocaine. v 

The chief of his laboratory after such injection experienced a feeling of syn¬ 
cope and two similar cases have also been observed by him. Another patient 
experienced strange sensations, along with cerebral excitement. 



